Introduced by Council Member Jones & Co-sponsored by Council 

Members Carter & Becton:
RESOLUTION 2015-475
A RESOLUTION HONORING AND COMMENDING THE HARD WORK OF THE TRAIN ENTHUSIASTS WHO HELPED TO REPAINT THE HISTORIC ACL 1504 STEAM ENGINE AND TENDER ON DISPLAY AT THE PRIME OSBORN CONVENTION CENTER; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE.


WHEREAS, in 1985 CSX Railroad donated to the City a 1919 steam locomotive and tender car from the former Atlantic Coast Line Railroad, designated as ACL 1504, the most complete original example of a light Pacific 4-6-2 locomotive remaining in the United States; and


WHEREAS, the locomotive and tender, located adjacent to the Prime Osborn Convention Center at the site of the City’s grand early 20th century railroad terminal, have been exposed to the harsh Florida elements for many years and the 1986 refurbished paint job was suffering the effects of constant sun and rain exposure; and


WHEREAS, a Working Group was formed in 2012 by members of the North Florida Chapter of the National Railway Historical Society, the North Florida Railroad Museum, the Atlantic Coast Line & Seaboard Air Line Railroads Historical Society and the Southeast Chapter of the Railway and Locomotive Historical Society to raise awareness of and funding for repairs and repainting of the historic locomotive; and 


WHEREAS, the Working Group spent 3 years of grant writing and fundraising, planning, engineering and preparatory work to prepare the engine and tender for a complete repainting, receiving major $10,000 donations from Train Magazine and CSX Corporation and another $5,000 in donations from the general public, in addition to another $30,000 of in-kind donations and volunteer work on the project; and


WHEREAS, beginning with a Volunteer Day in February 2015 where 23 individuals scraped, sanded and primed the locomotive and tender, followed by a professionally applied exterior paint job and several months of subsequent volunteer work on detailed trim work, windows and interior restoration, ACL 1504 is now restored to its original beauty and will stand proudly as a symbol of Jacksonville’s great railroading heritage; now therefore


BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Jacksonville:


Section 1.

The City of Jacksonville hereby honors and commends the hard work, skill and dedication of the Working Group and the scores of individual volunteers who worked so long and hard to restore the ACL 1504 locomotive and tender to their pristine condition, and also thanks the generous donors, large and small, whose contributions made the refurbishment possible. The preservation of this unique railroading artifact is a great accomplishment and a testament to the dedication of the railroading community in Northeast Florida.

Section 2.

Effective Date.  This Resolution shall become effective upon signature by the Mayor or upon becoming effective without the Mayor's signature.

Form Approved:

  /s/ Margaret M. Sidman 
Office of General Counsel

Legislation Prepared By:
Jeff Clements, City Council Research
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